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Days of Awe 


HEN THIS ISSUE of the Bookmark reaches you, we will be 

observing the Yamim Nora’im, the Days of Awe. Jewish tra- 
dition insists that these are days of crisis, not only because the 
Almighty decides our fate, but even more because we are expected 
to weigh our own actions and decide on our future course. 

We who live in the midst of a continuous world crisis would 
seem to need no special days to remind us of our precarious exist- 
ence. But of one thing we certainly do need reminders, namely, 
that a little something of every crisis is due to ourselves. If each 
one of us neglects duty or opportunity, or forgets the difference 
between good and bad, he adds to the crisis of his community, of 
his country, of his world. 

It is not necessary to labor the point. It can easily be illustrated 
from our experience in the Jewish Publication Society. As an 
active member, who keeps us in mind, you are contributing to 
the good heaith of the Society. And through the Society, by making 
possible the publication of basic Jewish books, you are contributing 
to the intellectual and spiritual health of the total Jewish com- 
munity. You are thus mitigating the crisis of Jewish culture in 
the United States. 

We depend on our members: on your loyalty, on your eager- 
ness to spread knowledge of us among your friends, on your desire 
to see the Jewish book rise to its accustomed dignity in Jewish life. 

May you and yours receive the blessing of the Almighty; may 
the year to come bring happiness to all of us and peace to the 
world; v’shalom al Yisroel: and may the Jewish people everywhere 
enjoy the blessings of peace. 

SoL SATINSKY 
President 
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Society's Program Aids Expanded 
For Jewish Book Month Observance 


Jewish Book Month, which will take 
place this year from November 3 to 
December 3, will see expanded parti- 
cipation and assistance to community 
organizations on the part of the Jew- 
ish Publication Society. 

Program chairmen of organizations 
throughout the country may again ob- 
tain JPS assistance in the develop- 
ment of their Book Month observance. 
Available from the Society are color- 
ful, award-winning jackets of JPS 
books, both hard-bound and_ paper- 
covered, for use in Book Month dis- 
plays. Covering the range of Jewish 
intellectual interests, from history and 
religion to philosophy, literature and 
books for young people, the JPS vol- 
umes directly reflect the purposes of 
Jewish Book Month, and the display 
of their jackets has been found to be 
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This new JPS poster for Jewish Book 
Month will be available to groups through- 
out the country. 


a highly effective method of visu 
izing the program. 

Also available are various items of 
JPS literature and other program- 
matic assistance. 

In addition, for the first time this 
year, the Society has produced a post- 
er specially designed for Book Month 
use. The poster, reproduced on this 
page, is designed to convert the once- 
a-year focus of Book Month into a 
year-long interest in Jewish books, 
through membership in the Society. 
Attached to the poster is a pad of 
inquiry forms, offering a free Society 
catalog and, as a bonus for new mem- 
bers, a free copy of Dr. Solomon Gray- 
zel’s paperback: A HISTORY OF THE 
CONTEMPORARY JEWS. 

Program chairmen interested ® 
JPS assistance for their Book Month 
programs are urged to write directly 
to the Executive Director of the So- 
ciety, in Philadelphia. 





Copies of Szold Memoir 
By Alexandra Levin Available 


In the last issue of the Bookmark, 
the text (slightly edited) of Alexan- 
dra Lee Levin’s moving memoir of 
her famed aunt, Henrietta Szold, was 
published. Because of the anticipated 
demand for this document (originally 
presented as an address at the last 
JPS Annual Meeting) an added quan- 
tity of Bookmarks was printed. A few 
of these additional copies are still 








available to members, on request. 2 
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Can it be? 


A QUESTION FROM THE OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 





The heart of the Jewish Publication 
Society is its membership. It is this 
group which gives life to the Society 
through its interest and support. It is 
for this group that we plan our publi- 
cations and other activities. Conse- 
quently, you can imagine the warm 
feeling experienced by the officials of 
the Society at the end of each of the 
past seven years during which we were 
able to report an increase in member- 
ship enrollment. The statistics cover- 
ing paid membership at the end of 
each year are: 1953—8,343; 1954— 
8,386; 1955—8,874; 1956—9,419; 1957 
—9,743; 1958—10,092; 1959—10,979; 
1960—11,321. 

This growth in membership is not 

ectacular, but its steady rate re- 
flects a healthful condition—especially 
since we spend no money on extensive 
advertising and publicity. Our mem- 
bers belong to the Society because they 
want a share in the creation of good 
Jewish books, not because they have 
been impelled to enroll by spectacular 
advertisements which offer books at 
extremely low rates. Our turnover rate 
is very low, and our cost per new 
member is negligible, since most of 
our new members are self-enrolled by 
recommendation of present members. 

Why don’t we advertise and promote 
membership more actively? Because 
experience has convinced us that such 
activity is not productive of the mem- 

rship we seek. The person who re- 

onds to a “3 for $1.00” book adver- 
tisement joins on impulse and quits 
the same way. Turnover in book clubs 
ranges as high as 50% a year, so that 
energy is concentrated on membership 
retention and enrollment. The Society, 
as a creative communal publisher and 
not a book club, has avoided this ac- 








tivity in the past and hopes to con- 
tinue to do so in the future. Inci- 
dentally, our annual membership 
turnover averages 14%. 

In 1961, based on renewals for the 
first seven months, we are behind 
1960 by approximately 450 members. 
If this rate continues, we shall end 
the year with a loss of some 600 mem- 
bers. Hence our question: Can it be 
that a substantial number of our mem- 
bers are withholding renewal because 
of the very modest dues increase which 
we had to make at the beginning of 
this year? Can it be that the mild 
economic recession experienced earlier 
this year is affecting the renewals? 
Can it be that we have reached a peak 
in membership enrollment? 

Those of you who haven’t as yet re- 
newed for 1961 can answer best by 
sending a check and your selection of 
books. Those who don’t intend to re- 
new will help by giving us their rea- 
sons, so that we may use these for 
constructive analysis. All of you can 
help by giving gift memberships and 
by talking with your friends about 
the work of the Society and encourag- 
ing them to enroll as new members. 
Thus, our membership and effective- 
ness will continue to grow in strength 
for the purpose of enhancing our Jew- 
ish culture through the publication of 
good books. 





Singer Volume Planned 

JPS members will be pleased to 
note the strong likelihood that the So- 
ciety’s list for 1962 will include a 
volume of short stories by Isaac Be- 
shevis Singer, under the title, The 
Spinoza of Market Street. If negotia- 
tions with the trade publisher are con- 
cluded, we will distribute the book 
early in January. 
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Classics and the Jewish Tradition 


HAT IS A CLASSIC? The word 

has been applied to the best in the 
old literatures of Greece and Rome. One 
thinks of Homer and Herodotus, of Vir- 
gil and Cicero. 

Yet even the Loeb Classics Series, in 
republishing hundreds of the old books, 
gave the term a broader application. 
The Series includes some obscure au- 
thors, whose writings are quite prosy 
and wholly descriptive, without the 
flights of imagination, the vigor and 
elegance of style which one looks for in 
a classical work. Its long list contains 
works of philosophy and ancient science, 
theology and even architecture and mili- 
tary tactics. 

All these books are considered classics 
because, despite the variety of theme 
and style, the spirit of two civilizations 
comes through. The Greek emphasis on 
form and the Latin on strength are un- 
mistakably there. The values that each 
people represented, their viewpoints and 
their aspirations, their physical and their 
spiritual ambitions are reflected. The 
books reveal two ways of life. Each way 
remains important to modern Western 
man, despite the many generations that 
have intervened between the writers and 
the readers. This is exactly what to us 
makes them classics—that they have 
helped to mold our lives. Their stylistic 
virtues are important, but secondary. 
Indeed, our very emphasis on style is 
part of our heritage from Greece. 


An early approach 


The problem of defining a classic must 
have faced the Committee on Jewish 
Classics appointed by the Jewish Publi- 
cation Society a generation ago. The 
Committee was set up in 1914; it con- 
sisted of Solomon Schechter as chairman 
and Cyrus Adler, Louis Ginzberg, Kauf- 
mann Kohler, Samuel Schulman, Mayer 
Sulzberger and others of equal eminence. 
Their original plan called for 25 vol- 
umes, which, they figured, would con- 
sume the $50,000 given by Jacob H. 
Schiff for the purpose of publishing 
Jewish classics. Their choices ranged 


By SOLOMON GRAYZEL 
Editor, JPS s 


from Maimonides’ Code, through Albo’s 
Ikkarim, to a selection from the rab- 
binic responsa literature. The justifica- 
tion for the inclusion of most of the titles 
must have been that, for Jews, they were 
classics because they reflected the thought 
and experience that has molded the Jew- 
ish spirit. 


Nine titles published 


Nine titles, making 17 volumes, were 
actually published before the Schiff 
Fund was exhausted, and the public 
response to them was magnificent. It is 
therefore worth re-emphasizing the point 
that in their nature and content most 
of these books differ materially from 
what usually passes for the classical in 
the Loeb Series. The Schiff classics in- 
clude a halakhic midrash (the M 
hilta), a _ philosophic-theological wo 
(the Ikkarim), a collection of Jewish 
folk tales (the Ma’aseh Book), an ethi- 
cal work (Mesillat Yesharim), a tal- 
mudic treatise (Ta’anit), and the ethical 
wills of a number of medieval worthies. 
Only the three great Spanish-Hebrew 
poets are of the same general type as 
the sort of work generally acknowledged 
as classical. Clearly, Jewish classics dis- 
play a character which differs from the 
classics of Greece and Rome. “The beauty 
that was Greece and the grandeur that 
was Rome” must be balanced by the 
moral-religious quest that was—and is 
—Hebraic. 
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Series to be resumed 

Now the JPS, convinced by the de- 
mand for the books already published, 
has decided to resume the publicati 
of classics. The new committee appoit 
ed for this purpose consists of Dr. Salo 
W. Baron, chairman, and Drs. Alexan- 
der Altmann, Moses Hadas, Abraham J. 
Heschel, Mordecai M. Kaplan and Sha- 
lom Spiegel. These men, like their pred- 
ecessors of the past generation, will face 


(Continued on next page) 
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The original Schiff Classics Committee was organized in 1914, and this photograph 
was evidently taken some two years later, since it does not include the chairman, 
Prof. Solomon Schechter, who died in 1915. Shown are (seated, left to right) The 
Rev. Dr. F. De Sola Mendes, Judge Mayer Sulzberger, The Rev. Dr. Kaufmann 





ohler, Dr. Cyrus Adler, The Rev. Dr. David Phillipson, The Rev. Dr. Samuel 
7 chulman. Standing are: Dr. Louis Ginzberg, Dr. J. Z. Lauterbach, Dr. Henry Malter, 


r. Alexander Marx, Dr. Israel Friedlander and The Rev. Dr. H. G. Enelow. 


the problem of defining a Jewish classic. 
It seems safe to assume that their 
definition will include those works, 
whatever their form, which have either 
reflected Jewish experience or helped 
fashion the Jewish view of life. 

To illustrate the inevitability of this 
definition of a Jewish classic, let us turn 
once more to the list of desirable books 
drawn up by the first committee. Among 
the general categories, they listed the 
Mishnah, choosing to begin with two 
(Moed and Nezikin) of its six divisions. 
The Mishnah consists almost entirely of 
a series of rather dry legal regulations 
in topical arrangement. It resembles the 
Theodosian Code. Nevertheless, the Mish- 

h is the basic book in what has come 

be known as Normative Judaism. It 
ranks in the Jewish mind only below 
the Bible in sanctity. The Talmud was 
built around it. The Mishnah has been 
referred to, pondered and commented 
upon throughout all the centuries be- 
tween its redaction and the present day. 
Its terse phrases have entered the speech 
of the people. It has guided life and 


thought: a classic of Jewish literature. 
Surely a work of such importance in 
the development of Jewish life deserves 
high priority in the process of transmit- 
ting to the present the treasures of our 
past. Yet only one worthwhile transla- 
tion into English has been made, and 
this by Canon Danby, a Christian. A 
better translation, with appropriate notes, 
is not only desirable but mandatory. 
Another example of what must be 
considered a classic in Jewish literature 
may be taken from the items which the 
old committee included in its plans for 
history. The Letter of Sherira Gaon is 
a work of the 10th century. It is essen- 
tially a dry and factual recital of the 
order of events and personalities conr- 
nected with the development of the 
Talmud, and it continues with the story 
of the gaonim in Babylonia. It is written 
lucidly; it sheds light, but emits little 
warmth in the narration. It does deal, 
however, with crucial facts in the intel- 
lectual flowering of the Jewish people, 
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Classics 


(Continued from previous page) 


and must rank high among the books 
marking our journey through the ages. 

There have, of course, been important 
works of a lighter nature which should 
be published as part of a Jewish classics 
series. We have by no means exhausted 
our list of poets. They are perhaps not 
as uplifting as the three already pro- 
duced, but they are none the less deserv- 
ing of recognition. There are the stories 
of Sendebar, a Jewish version of Sinbad 
the Sailor, which may well have been 
the first appearance of these stories in 
Europe. A menuscript of this work is 
in existence and one may hope to see 
it appear under JPS auspices. 

It would be misleading, however, to 
leave the impression that Jewish men 
of letters in the past wrote for pleasure 
or went out of their way to entertain, 
as had so many of the Greek and Roman 
tradition. Most Jewish authors were 
nothing if not serious, frequently tragic. 
They reflected Jewish aims and Jewish 
fate. They made frontal attacks upon 
the mind. They sought to enlist soldiers 
in the unending battles for the Lord. 

These attitudes, both the lighter and 
the more earnest, reveal themselves in 
scores of books—works of philosophy, 
chronicles, recitals of tragedy, mystical 
discussions of God and His word, prayers 
and poems, and many other types—all 
of them clamoring to be made known. 
Only the preferences of our limited 
scholarly manpower must decide which 
of these books is to be among the first 
published. This will be the case—unless 
our own lack of interest and our own 
failure to see how pressing is the need 
condemn our literary treasures to con- 
tinued neglect. 

It has been said time and again that 
they who have no yesterdays can have 
no tomorrows. Classics are not only the 
records of the past, but the very food on 
which the spirit was nurtured. Our com- 
munity has all too long deprived itself 
of this nourishment. We may pride our- 
selves on our survival as a dedicated 
people through ages dark with terror. 
Yet, no matter how eloquent the phrases 


in which this story is portrayed, it lacks 
reality unless these works in which ac- 
tual experience is reflected are at hand 
to offer examples of dedication. We speak 
of philosophers and have no inkling of 
what they said, of mystics and martyrs 
and do not know who they were and wh 
they sacrificed themselves. We desper- 
ately need these classic works in order 
to know ourselves. 
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Reflecting the special significance of 
the figure 13 in the life of Jewish young 
people, the 13th volume in the JPS 
Covenant series of books for younger 
readers is worthy of special note. 


The thought and example of Saadia 
Gaon have influenced Jewish life since 
the 10th Century. Head of the celebrated 
Academy of Sura, he was not only one 
of the greatest of philosophers, writers 
and teachers, he was also a vigorous and 
dramatic fighter for the ideas and prin- 
ciples he espoused. 


The colorful history and personality 


of this towering figure is retold for @ 


day’s young reader in Libby Klapers 
man’s The Fighter Scholar: Saadia Gaon, 
the 13th in the Covenant series which, 
in three years, has gained wide recog- 
nition for the exciting way in which it 
has brought to life, for young people 
in the 11-15 age range, the great figures 
in the Jewish past and present. 
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New JPS Publications 
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Penetrating insights into two eras 
f Jewish existence which have strik- 
g similarites despite their obvious 
differences—the contemporary world 
and that of medieval Spain—are de- 
veloped in the three newest publica- 
tions of the Society. 


THE EXILED AND THE REDEEMED, by 
President Itzhak Ben-Zvi of Israel, is 
now published in a second edition, with 
considerable revision both of text and 
introduction. This illustrated volume, 
which stimulated great interest when 
it was first published, will unquestion- 
ably be once again a center of discus- 
sion in its new edition. (Now avail- 
able) 


A HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF CHRIS- 
TIAN SPAIN is the first translation into 


Profesor Yitzhak Baer’s collation 
f his massive research into one of the 
most gripping periods of Jewish his- 
tory. He tells the story of the rise, 
brilliant flowering and immolation of 
the Jewish community in medieval 
Spain, with a detailed and fascinating 
picture of the day-by-day life of the 
Spanish Jews and their interaction 


te (from the original Hebrew) 





with the Christian culture surround- 
ing them. Beginning with the recon- 
quest of the peninsula from the Mos- 
lems, this first volume in a major two- 
part work takes the story of Spain’s 
Jews down to the middle of the 13th 
century in storied Castile. (Ready in 
late October) 

My 77 YEARS is the engaging, in- 
tensely personal and deeply revealing 
autobiography of Dr. Norman Bent- 
wich, the leader of British Jewry who 
played a direct, significant role in 
most of the major developments af- 
fecting Jewish life during the past 
half-century. Active in the reconstruc- 
tion of European Jewish communities 
after World War I, he was involved 
in the effort to aid the refugees of the 
1930’s, was a member of the British 
Mandatory Government in Palestine 
for many years, and was at the center 
of events during and after World War 
II which saw the emergence of Is- 
rael. The excitement of this auto- 
biography was presaged by Dr. Bent- 
wich’s previous books, among which 
was the JPS-published biography of 
Dr. Judah Magnes, FoR ZION’S SAKE. 
(Ready in late September) 
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PRE-HANUKKAH BOOK SALE 


WATCH YOUR MAIL for this circular, 
which should reach you early in Octo- 
ber. It offers dramatic reductions—up 
to 75%, plus a free book—on an im- 
mense selection of valued volumes by 
the JPS and other leading publishers, 
in the Society’s pre-Hanukkah sale. 
Limited to members of the Society and 
to Jewish institutions, the sale includes 
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new and recent volumes of such pub- 
lishers as Soncino Books, Schocken 
Books, East and West Library, Y 
Judaica Series and others, including t 
JPS Covenant and adult publications in 
hardbound and paper editions. Members 
are urged to take advantage of the large 
discounts in this special sale, which ends 
December 1. 





